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Rules
• There are no hard and fast rules.
• You can talk with a slideshow or without.

• If you use slides, there is no prescribed 
format.

• If you talk without slides, there is no 
prescribed format.

• What follows is my advice, not mandatory 
instructions or rules.
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Goals

• Get comfortable giving an oral presentation.
– That's a goal for this class.

• Improve your presentation skills.
– That's another goal for this class.

• Get helpful feedback on your paper.
– This is the main goal of legal scholarship 

presentations, and it should be the driving aim of 
your presentation.

– It means you want feedback that will help you to 
improve and finish your work-in-progress.

My Key Advice
• Less is more. Have the audience walk away knowing 

your main idea.
• Focus on making sure the audience understands your 

talk's structure.
– If you talk without slides, signpost orally.
– If you use slides, try to build identifiable structure 

into the slides.
• Relax.

– It's a friendly, supportive audience.
– Keep in mind the main goal: to get helpful 

feedback, not to show off how amazing your paper 
is or how polished you are.

– Keep in mind the other goals: to improve your 
presentation skills and to get more comfortable.
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Talking Without Slides

• Again: Have the audience walk away knowing your 
main idea.
– Repeat it multiple times: Start, middle, end.

• Make clear the structure with signposting. E.g.:
– Start with "I'm going to make my argument in three parts …" 

Then name them.
– When you get to the first part: "Now the first part of my 

argument, that blah blah blah …"
– When you get to the second part: "So that was the first part 

of my argument, that blah blah blah. Now I'll move to the 
second part of my argument, that …"

– And so on.
– Maybe this sounds boring, but your audience will love it.

Advice for Using Slides

• Less is more.
– The fewer words on the slide the better.
– But if part of the purpose of the slideshow is to 

give people something in writing to take with 
them, you can be wordier. (That's what's going on 
right now! These will be posted!)

• If you have text, read every word.
– You don't want people tuning you out to read to 

themselves.

• Make clear the structure in the slides.
• Consider using text over pictures.



5

Advice for Using Slides

• Less is more.
– The fewer words on the slide the better.
– But if part of the purpose of the slideshow is to 

give people something in writing to take with 
them, you can be wordier. (That's what's going on 
right now! These will be posted!)

• If you have text, read every word.
– You don't want people tuning you out to read to 

themselves.

• Make clear the structure in the slides.
• Consider using text over pictures.

Advice for Using Slides

• Less is more.
– The fewer words on the slide the better.
– But if part of the purpose of the slideshow is to 

give people something in writing to take with 
them, you can be wordier. (That's what's going on 
right now! These will be posted!)

• If you have text, read every word.
– You don't want people tuning you out to read to 

themselves.

• Make clear the structure in the slides.
• Consider using text over pictures.



6

Advice for Using Slides

• Less is more.
– The fewer words on the slide the better.
– But if part of the purpose of the slideshow is to 

give people something in writing to take with 
them, you can be wordier. (That's what's going on 
right now! These will be posted!)

• If you have text, read every word.
– You don't want people tuning you out to read to 

themselves.

• Make clear the structure in the slides.
• Consider using text over pictures.

4% 

transparency 

of te
xt boxes

Advice for Using Slides

• Less is more.
– The fewer words on the slide the better.
– But if part of the purpose of the slideshow is to 

give people something in writing to take with 
them, you can be wordier. (That's what's going on 
right now! These will be posted!)

• If you have text, read every word.
– You don't want people tuning you out to read to 

themselves.

• Make clear the structure in the slides.
• Consider using text over pictures.

28% 

transparency 

of te
xt boxes



7



8



9



10



11

The One-Slide Method

• One slide can be your whole 
presentation.

• If you have three main steps to 
your argument,

• three bullet points works great.

An example of 
presenting text 

information visually 
(from the reading)
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1999
Accelerators for the 
foreseeable future 
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Another example, also 
from the reading
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