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Most rights sharable 

False Light 
The Elements: 

1.  A public statement 
2.  Made with actual malice 
3.  Placing the plaintiff in a false light 
4.  That is highly offensive to the 

reasonable person 
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Intrusion 
The Elements: 

1.  Physical or other intrusion 
2.  Into a zone in which the plaintiff has a 

reasonable expectation of privacy 
3.  Which is highly offensive to the 

reasonable person 

Disclosure 
The Elements: 

1.  A public disclosure 
2.  Of private facts 
3.  That is highly offensive to the 

reasonable person 
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Right of Publicity Infringement 
(a/k/a "Appropriation" or "Commercial Misappropriation")  

The Elements: 
1.  A commercial use 
2.  Of a person’s name, likeness, voice, or 

other indicia of identity 

 
 



_ 

4 

The Indignancy Matrix 

To how many? True or false? Highly 
offensive? 

Intent 
requirement? After death? 

Intrusion 

Disclosure 

False light 

Defamation 

Outrage / IIED 

Publicity right 

The Indignancy Matrix 

To how many? True or false? Highly 
offensive? 

Intent 
requirement? After death? 

Intrusion n/a n/a yes intent n/a 

Disclosure public true yes intent no 

False light public false yes actual malice no 

Defamation 1 false no [complex] no 

Outrage / IIED n/a n/a yes+ 
(extreme & outrageous)  

intent or 
recklessness n/a 

Publicity right commercial either no none often 


